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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of the Application 

1 . This Office-Action acknowledges the Appeal Brief filed on 1 1 /24/201 0. The case 
is to be reopened for prosecution. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 22, 26, 30-32, 34-36, 42,and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Thomas et al., USPUB 2004/0072607 (Thomas) in view of Cannon et 
al., USPUB 2004/0106446 (Cannon) and Adams et al., US 2003/01 14215 (Adams). 
Regarding Claims 22, 26, 34, 36 

Thomas discloses an electronic controller and a memory storage device comprising 
software, the electronic controller and the memory storage device being arranged such 
that the electronic controller can process the software (para 75. The memory unit stores 
control software, operational instructions and data associated with the video game. 
Processors are used for implementing software.) wherein the base game comprises a 
spinning reel game having a plurality of reels and a plurality of pay lines (Abstract) and 
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the video display is to display the plurality of reels (para 26. The slot machine 1 0 
includes a display window 1 2 through which a player may observe three spinning 
reels.), the software configured to: 

determine whether a game play button of a gaming machine has been actuated 
by a player (para 50. The desired window is selected by simply touching the screen in 
an area over the window. The touch screen can be viewed as the game play button in 
which a player must actuate.); 

initiating a play of a first game in response to determining that the game play 
button has been actuated (para 27), 

determining whether the play of the first game results in a first game award 
outcome, wherein the first game award outcome comprises a first predefined 
combination of symbols associated with at least one of the pay line (para 29. 
Alternatively or additionally, the occurrence of "start-bonus" symbols and/or 
combination(s) may cause the processor to award coin(s) or credit(s) in the basic 
game.); 

in response to determining that the play of the first game resulted in the first 
game award outcome, informing the player that they are entitled to a play of a second 
game (Abstract. The bonus game is entered upon the occurrence of a special start- 
bonus game outcome in the basic mode.). 

Thomas failed to disclose initiating a play of the second game in response to 
determining that said game play button has been actuated after said step of informing 
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and wherein the play of the first game comprises activating a plurality of pay lines at a 
cost to the player of only one wagering unit. 

However, Cannon discloses of a game that incorporates the use of a master start 
play button (elem 80) which is preferably configured for various modes of starting play 
of the selected games, which games, as previously described, may be of varying 
classes and types. Cannon also teaches a first game of chance can provide a person a 
second game of chance based on the outcome of the first game of chance (para 23). 
This is done so because there is a continuing need for gaming machine manufacturers 
to produce interesting and exciting game variations and attractive enhancements. In 
addition, casino operators constantly strive to increase profits by maximizing available 
floor space. Accordingly, there exists a need in the art for new gaming machines 
permitting concurrent play of multiple games on a single gaming device. This is attained 
by using a master play button (para 18). 

Adams teaches a single wagering unit can be used to activate a plurality of play 
lines for a slot machine (Abstract) because it would provide for more exciting way of 
wagering on a machine as opposed to known wagering options (para 7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the master start button of Cannon's 
invention with Thomas' invention because it would permit concurrent play of multiple 
games on a single gaming device which would maximize available floor space. It is also 
obvious that the use of a single button for initiating game play, be it a first game or a 
second game, would be more convenient for players. This is because, much like how it 
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would maximize floor space to have one gaming machine capable of playing multiple 
games, it would also maximize panel space by having one button capable of playing 
multiple games. It is also obvious to implement a plurality of pay lines with a single 
wagering unit because it would provide for more exciting ways of playing a wagering 
game as taught by Adams 

Regarding Claim 30. 

Thomas discloses wherein said game play button includes visual indicia informing the 
player that said game play button is for (1) actuation to initiate play of a base game and 
(2) actuation to initiate play of a feature game (para 77. The operator interface may 
comprise any combination of push buttons, joysticks, keypads, touch- screens and the 
like. The game controller executes control software in the memory according to the 
player inputs and communicates the resulting video game activity including, for 
example, text, animations and background graphics to the graphics display.). 

Regarding Claims 31 , 32, 42, 43 

Thomas discloses wherein the bonus game may comprise any type of game, either 
similar to or completely different from the basic game, which is entered upon the 
occurrence of a selected event or outcome of the basic game (para 4). 

Regarding Claim 35. 

Thomas further discloses comprising a video display to display the button, and a touch 
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sensor to sense actuation of the button (para 50). 

Claims 23, 27, 37, and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Thomas et al., USPUB 2004/0072607 (Thomas) in view of Cannon et al., USPUB 
2004/0106446 (Cannon) and Adams et al., US 2003/01 14215 (Adams) as applied to the 
claims above, and in further view of Jones, US 6,939,223 (Jones). 
Regarding Claims 23, 27. 

Thomas, Cannon and Adams disclose the invention as described above. Thomas 
discloses further comprising the steps of: determining whether the play of the second 
game results in a second game award outcome, wherein the second game award 
outcome comprises a second predefined combination of symbols associated with at 
least one of the pay lines (para 4. The bonus game may comprise any type of game, 
either similar to or completely different from the basic game, which is entered upon the 
occurrence of a selected event or outcome of the basic game. ..The '840 application 
discloses an embodiment wherein the basic game is a reel-type slot machine and the 
bonus game is a simulated reel-type slot machine implemented on a dot-matrix 
display.). 

Thomas, Cannon and Adams failed to discloses allowing the player to select at 
least one of the second predefined combination of symbols and awarding the player 
only one of a plurality of prizes based on the at least one of the second predefined 
combination of symbols selected by the player. 
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However, Jones discloses of a slot machine system which players are given an 
award based on the outcome of a combination of symbols (Col 1 , lines 45-53) where 
players are able to select from a predefined combination of symbols and is awarded 
accordingly (Col 10, lines 37-48) because it increase player enjoyment and excitement 
and keep players entertained (Col 1, lines 45-58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate Jones teachings of player-selectable 
symbols with Thomas' and Cannon's and Adams' combined invention because it would 
further increase player enjoyment as taught by Jones' 

Regarding Claim 37. 

Thomas further discloses wherein the controller determines an award outcome of the 
bonus feature game based upon a combination of symbols associated with at least one 
of the pay lines, receives a selection of at least one of the symbols, and awards one of a 
plurality of prizes based on the selection (para 29. Alternatively or additionally, the 
occurrence of "start-bonus" symbols and/or combination(s) may cause the processor to 
award coin(s) or credit(s) in the basic game.). 

Regarding Claim 40. 

Thomas further discloses wherein the base game comprises a spinning reel game 
having a plurality of reels and a plurality of pay lines (Abstract), the single wager option 
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activates the plurality of pay lines (para 26), and the controller determines an award 

outcome of the bonus feature game based upon a combination of 

symbols associated with at least one of the pay lines, receives a selection of at least 

one of the symbols, and awards one of a plurality of prizes based on the selection (para 

29). 



Claims 24-25, 28-30, 38 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Thomas et al., USPUB 2004/0072607 (Thomas) and Cannon et al., 
USPUB 2004/0106446 (Cannon) and Adams et al., US 2003/0114215 (Adams), and 
Jones, US 6,939,223 (Jones), as applied to the claims above, and further in view of 
Vancura, US 2004/0219963 (Vancura). 
Regarding Claims 24, 28. 

Thomas, Connon, Adams, and Jones failed to disclose comprising the step of causing 
the gaming machine to randomly select at least one of the second predefined 
combination of symbols if the player does not selected at least one of the second 
predefined combination of symbols with a period of time. 

However, Vacura discloses of an invention related to casino games and, in 
particular, to improvements in the methods of playing timed bonus games on an 
underlying game (para 2) that can be applied to slot machines (para 5) because there 
exists a continual desire to limit the temporal length of the bonus game, so as to 
maximize the house advantage and to minimize moneymaking "down time" of the 
underlying casino gaming device(para 8) where if a bonus timer does expire, then there 
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exists a design and method step choice of the player as to how the gaming is to 
proceed. In a preferred embodiment described above, the player is simply provided with 
a random response, and is awarded based on the accuracy of the randomly selected 
response (para 32). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the timer of Vancura's teachings with 
Thomas' and Cannon's and Adams' and Jones' combined invention with Vancura's 
bonus teachings as means of maximizing the house advantage and minimizing 
moneymaking "down time" of the underlying casino gaming device as taught by 
Vancura. 

Regarding Claims 25, 29. 

Thomas discloses further comprising the step of altering the at least one of the second 
predefined combination of symbols selected by the player or randomly selected by the 
gaming machine to reveal information about the one of the plurality of prizes to be 
awarded to the player (para 51 . Upon selection of a selection element, the game 
controller causes the outcome associated with the selected selection element to be 
revealed on the display). 

Regarding Claims 38, 41 . 

Vacura discloses of an invention related to casino games and, in particular, to 
improvements in the methods of playing timed bonus games on an underlying game 
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(para 2) that can be applied to slot machines (para 5) because there exists a continual 
desire to limit the temporal length of the bonus game, so as to maximize the house 
advantage and to minimize moneymaking "down time" of the underlying casino gaming 
device(para 8) where if a bonus timer does expire, then there exists a design and 
method step choice of the player as to how the gaming is to proceed. In a preferred 
embodiment described above, the player is simply provided with a random response, 
and is awarded based on the accuracy of the randomly selected response(para 32). 

Regarding Claim 39. 

Thomas discloses comprising the step of altering the at least one of the second 
predefined combination of symbols selected by the player or randomly selected by the 
gaming machine to reveal information about the one of the plurality of prizes to be 
awarded to the player (para 51 . Upon selection of a selection element, the game 
controller causes the outcome associated with the selected selection element to be 
revealed on the display). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see pages 10-20 of Appeal Brief, filed 1 1/24/2010, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 22-32, and 34-43 under 35 USC § 103 have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Thomas et al., USPUB 2004/0072607 (Thomas) and Cannon et al., USPUB 
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2004/01 06446 (Cannon) and Adams et al., US 2003/01 1 421 5 (Adams), and Jones, US 
6,939,223 (Jones) and Vancura, US 2004/0219963 (Vancura). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEFFREY K. WONG whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3003. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9:30am-8:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on (571) 272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JKW 

/David L Lewis/ 
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